IBM Corporation

Office Building and Distribution Center
Greensboro, North Carolina

Located next to a main freeway, this
150,000-square-foot office building offers
five floors of flexible office space. Expansion
of the original structure has been planned in
two phases to the east and west.

The building’s entrance is through a tower
which contains a five-story atrium and the
elevators. Access to each floor is from a
balcony overlooking the atrium with views to
downtown Greensboro.

Glass on the southern side is recessed
behind the exposed concrete structure,
creating an intergrated sunscreen that
redefines the sculptured facade. On the
north, glass is flush with the floor edge to
create a contrasting facade. Three types of
glass—clear, spandrel and frosted —are used
to articulate floor, sill, and suspended ceiling
elements.

In contrast to the exposed concrete frame,
the entrance tower is clad in white tile, glass
block and white porcelain panels. The tower,
which counterpoints the frame and object
reading of the main structure, defines the
entry plaza and the landscape between
building and parking area.

1 Entry plaza and tower from west

2 View of typical elevator bridge

3 Lobby (detail)

4 View from typical elevator bridge through lobby

Basic construction technology has been
used to refresh a generic building type
through innovative planning, structural clarity
and the use of integrated sun screens that
offer both environmental control and facade
articulation.

Gwathmey Siegel & Associates Architects lic
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IBM Corporation

Office Building and Distribution Center
Greensboro, North Carolina

Key Project Information

¢ five-story office building

e flexible office space

e full-height entry atrium

¢ designed for two-phase expansion

® sun screens

¢ sculptured facade with three types of glass

e completed 1987
e gsf 150,000



