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@ OUTSTANDING DESIGNS

he new student center for the
TUni\.rersit\,cr of Cincinnati is part

of a major building program to
develop its central campus. It re-
flects the university’s commitment to
enrich students’ educational experi-
ence by providing a vital focal point
for campus social life.

The university wanted the new
student center to maintain a con-
tinuity of image with the existing
| campus, expand the number and size
L. of facilities currently available, and
bring natural light into the building's
interior. The design responds with a
skylighted central atrium, student
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lounge with computer access, food
courtand dining area, 200-seat movie
theater, expanded campus bookstore,
amphitheater, multipurpose great
hall, game room and cafe.

The central circulation core at
the rotunda, a three-story skylighted
atrium space, is created by cutting
through the floors of the original
building and stripping the central
area to its structural elements. A
large portion of the gabled roof is
replaced by glazing that floods the
atrium with natural light, above
which the original cupola hovers,
visible from the atrium. <&

Gwathmey Siegel &
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Associated firm:
GBBN Architects

Design team:

Charles Gwathmey, FAIA, Principal;
Robert Siegel, FAIA, Principal;
Thomas Levering, Associate Partner

Client:
University of Cincinnati; Ronald Kull,
University Architect

Area:
180,000 sq. ft.

Total cost:
$32 million

Cost/square foot:
$177.78

Completion:
January 2004

Photographer:
Brad Feinknopf
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