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Crocker Art Museum Breaks Ground on New Building

World Bodypainting Festival

The Crocker Art Museum.

Mona Lisa - Animation by Joan C. Gratz

SACRAMENTO, CA.- The Crocker Art Museum officially broke ground today on its
125,000-square-foot expansion with a ceremony involving city and county officials and
donors to the project. The groundbreaking begins a nearly three-year construction and
move-in process with a grand opening expected in early 2010. The museum remains open
throughout construction.
The new wing, designed by Gwathmey Siegel & Associates Architects of New York, is
approximately 125,000 square feet and will more than triple the size of the current facility,
adding four times the space for traveling exhibitions and three times the space for
permanent collection exhibitions. The expansion will also provide dedicated programming
space, including an education center and auditorium; onsite collections care including
secure art storage and a conservation lab; a loading dock and freight elevator for easier art
handling; a café; and an additional 7,000-square-foot courtyard.
“The City along with private donors are investing in one of Sacramento ’s most precious
regional treasures,” said Mayor Heather Fargo. “The Crocker Art Museum will continue to
be a welcoming cultural destination for residents and visitors for many generations to
come.”
The Crocker is undertaking a $100 million capital campaign to fund the building and add to
its endowment. To date, the campaign has raised $82 million, $12 million from the City of
Sacramento , $4 million from the state of California , $2.5 million from Sacramento County
and $63.5 from 166 individuals and foundations.

The Cathedral

“With 80 percent of our fundraising goal achieved, we are now beginning to talk more
widely to museum members and friends who share in our conviction that a world-class
museum will be central to cultural growth in our region,” said Campaign Co-Chair Marcy
Friedman. “The generosity that has come from this community is unprecedented for a
cultural institution. These gifts come from individuals who, not only love art, but who clearly
recognize the economic and public value that will come to Sacramento with the Crocker’s
expansion.”
“Today’s groundbreaking brings us a step closer to realizing the art museum that
Sacramento deserves – one that will greatly enhance the visitor experience with more
amenities such as a café, the ability to show each of our key collection areas and
blockbuster traveling exhibitions, and dedicated programming space for art classes, film,
lectures and concerts,” said Lial Jones, Director, Crocker Art Museum.
The Crocker Art Museum was founded in 1885 and continues as the leading art institution
for the California Capital Region and Central Valley . The Museum offers a diverse
spectrum of special exhibitions, events and programs to augment its collections of
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California , European and Asian artworks. The Crocker is located at 216 O Street in
downtown Sacramento . Museum hours are 10 AM – 5 PM, Tuesday – Sunday; Thursday
until 9 PM. For more information on exhibits and events call (916) 264-5423 or visit
crockerartmuseum.org.
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ArtDaily.org offers its subscribers this first series of 18
wallpapers. Here we show the first four and when you subscribe
you will find a nice surprise: 18 photographs taken exclusively
for ArtDaily by Luis Ugarte, adapted to be used as wallpapers.
Remember that the subscription to artdaily.org is free forever,
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ArtDaily.org invites its readers
to subscribe to the
newsletter, which will be
delivered every day to your
email and making available to
you our artistic screensaver
for free. The screensaver
portrays four photographs of
Michelangelo's David that has
just been restored at the
Academia in Florence. You
can see a preview of our
screensaver. The
photographs were taken by
Franco Origlia and we have
purchased the rights to
reproduced them from Getty
Images. Our subscribers will
be able to download the
screensavers first.
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1. Subscribe Artdaily.
2. To install the screensaver
you need to download it.
3. Once you have
downloaded it you have to
decompress it with any zip
application (Windows XP
does it automatically).
4. Once you have
decompressed it you have to
double click to start the
installation.
5. Continue with the steps
that appear in the installer or
press next on each screen.
6. Once installed, the control
panel will open automatically,
allowing you to view a
preview of the screen saver.
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