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A Milwaukee Dean Helps Reshape the City

By SCOTT CARLSON
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Separated ar biveh? The U of New Mextoo's mer arcvitecrure-sobaol ilding .

By LAWRENCE
BIEMILLER

Buildings

ALELUQUERQUE
ORT 'E VEARS and 2,000 miles separate Paul Rudolph's
architecture-schoal building for Yale University and An-
toine Predock's for the University of Mew Mexico, 5o do
advances in construction techniques, the advent of sustain
ability as a design imperative, and stylistic shifts that have
taken architecture from Modernism to postmodernism and then to the
age of Frank Gehry, Rem Koolhaas, and Zaha Hadid
But walk through the brand-new Predock building here, with s
interior bridges and you-can't-get-there-from-here overlooks, its ex-
panses of glass and masses of concrete, and it starts to feel so nnuch
like Rudolph’s multibevel masterpiece that you may be tempted to book
around for the Yale building's orange carpet and statue ¢ The
similaritics are both entertaining and illominating: The more you look

at one building, the berter iv helps vou see the other.

Thar's assuming, of course, that vou've scen Rudolph’s buibding since
last fall, when Yale completed a $§126-million renovation and expansion
ar the insistence of the architect Robert AM. Stern, He was a student
at Yale while the building was being built and i now the university’s
dean of archivecture, as Bodolph was when the building was designed,
Enown then as the Are & Archivecture Buikling, it was constructed on
a contract that allowed REodolph o continue making design changes
even as the bailding rose. And make changes he did, until the bailding’s
10 stories (two of them below grade) packed in 37 levels and more than
40 flighes of stairs.

When it opened, in 1963, Rudolph’s building attracted reams of
publicity, and it became one of the defining strocoures of the Bruralis:
era—even though, truth be told, its towers, bays, and windows look
a bit like heavier, squared-off versions of the lacy Gothic spires, but-
tresses, and leaded glass with which James Gamble Rogers ormamented
Yale’s residential colleges. Bur changes made after a 1969 fire, a growing
distaste for Brutalism's fortresslike concrete masses, and the indignities
of passing years eventually left Yabe with a building that Stern says “was
not beloved by anyone who was not an architecture student or faculty

member.” It survived, he savs, only “becase it would be voo expensive
tor tear down,”

Brutalism will never be to everyone's taste, but if there’s any example
worth saving, Yale's renovation proves that this is ir. Overseen by the
architect Charles Gwathmey, who as a Yale architecture soudent be-

came an asstant o Rodolph and

Antoine Predock's building helped him rinker with the design,
Sor the UL of New Mexice’s the renovation has restored Ru-
architecture bsol operlooks dolph's intersor almaost vo its original
Cemrral Avenwe, snce Route 66 appearance. Decades” worth of parti-
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Orono, NMe.

Cost: 51 T-million

BB 5. 1L

Architects:

Camnon Design NI AR TR,
Diesigned o serve as

both 3 recreational facility and a social gather-

ing place for students, faculty members, and

local residents, this building houses a three-

count gymnasiuam, 2 fitness center, 3 swimming

poal, 3 wack, and support spaces. The building

wis designed to achieve LEED silver certifica-

TN,

U, of New Haven

David A. Beckorman
Recroation Conter
West Hinven, Conn.
Cost: $12.5-million
56,500 sq. f

This facility is dessgned o showease activity,
with 3 | 5-foos-high glass wall along the entire
lengrh of the three-court gym and elevaned jog-

| |

Cewtpinmed Frovs Preceding Page
23 Rudolph's. You can glance into the workshop or
the sdministrative offices, or cut @ the cartoon-
hokey Frontier Restaurant across Central Avenue,
which was once Route 66, And the openness of the
vast studio space s fantastic—ar any time of the
day or night a student can see who dse i revising
drawings or constructing models, While you're
looking around, notice the big white wall on the
west end of the building that's perfeet for sereen-
ing films, and that is faced by rooftop seating an
top of the building's gallery space. And be sure 1o
ask for directions to the all-red men’s room in the
hasement=—it"s 2 hoot

One other point: Just as Rudolphs exterior at
Yale is in some ways 2 reflection of the Collegiate
Gothic all around i, Predock's buikding refleces is
own Southwestern locale—not the early-sutomo-
bibe-cra moteks and restaurants that line Central
Avenue, but the gealogical features abong old Boute
66 just outside Albuguerque, where the highway
faced an imposing escarpment called La Bajpda on
the way to Santa Fe, The front of Predock’s build-
ing is dominaved by huge masses of concrete that
ook like they might be rock formations pulled
apart by time o reveal the windows berween. Ir's
a subele but imensely confident facade, the perfect
foil to the busy commercial streetscape it faces, and
the perfect landmark for an architecture school. o

ging track. The soructure is composed of o Jio T Sl LT
elements: the big-box gym, with 3 gently shog- The Predack building’s gatlery r

Lawrence Biewsiller iz a semior writer at The Chron
icke.

5 wdernearh an o

ing roof, and the lower front section where all dsr ferrace with tiered seating for cases or fifms
of the smaller spaces are gathesed. A two-level

weight and fitness area forms an entry pavilion
with views into the gym and out to the campus.

U. af Malae
Welis Commons
Drong, Ma
Renovation
Cost: §7-millian
38,233 s it
Architects: Brunes/
Cot & Assotiates Inc.
Welks Commons ocoapies a prime campus
location b saffered from poor internal circala-
oo and limited conmections w outdoor space.
An sddiion 1o the north side of the building
now provides both access wo the first-floor din-
ing hall and a separate lobby and entrance for
the expanded second-floor conference facility.
The straightforward brick architecture of the
existing buailding was used as a backdrop for
the glass-and-zine addition, Ar groand level a
barge, multi-restaurant retail food operation was
added, with a market and bakery that are de-
signad to stay open late,

Wright State U,
Student Unalon /
Recreation Center
Danyton, Ohlo
Renovation
Cost: $6.6-million
140,000 sg, f.
Architects:
The Collaborathve Inc.
Thanks to a series of sdditions over 50 years,
this building lacked a cohesive identity. The
renovation, by creating a sense of transparency,
mtroduced new rebtionships among existing
spaces and made the droaliion pattern more
Contiatied on Fage B23

Bridger and mezzanine
overiook the Yile building’s
mutim fradie ppace, Dhich
Jeavwrer the buildings
STEMATUFE OFEURE CaOvpel
aranid cordurey-finished
concrrte and 4 ratee

of Arhema,

Bridge: and mezzanimes
are alm bey elemens

af the New Mexico buidd-
g’y siudio shace, mhich
By expanses of gl and
cRarmats Friccr thar
smppart e likrary abave.
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Brutalism will never be to everyone’s t:
but if there’s anv example worth saving.
01 Proves that this is it.

Yale's renov:
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and ity 1963 soumrerpart ot Yale, renovunted and expanded lact year

iong were cleared away, new windows were installed, and the orange
arpet was recreated, (Air-conditioning was added as well.) Sid Bass,
he investor and Yale alumnus who gave $20-million for the overhaul,
sked that the building be renamed, too—it"s now called the Rudolph
wilding. Gwathmey's B7,000-square-foot addirion opened w dismis-
ive reviews from some people who don't like his zinc-and-stone ex-
zrior, but there’s no questsan that he solved a host of longstanding
stersor problems and made almest all of the building accessible for the
isabled. He also created attractive new offices for art-history Faculty
sembers and asdded a two-level lilrary that serves both arc-history and

rechitecture studenes,

Where his renovation really succeeds, though, is in highlighting the
peenness and playfulness of Rudolph's design, in which no floor re-
embles any other and a doorway might as casily lead 1o 2 tiny balcony
n an suditorium as to a hidden seminar suite ariginally intended as an
partment for visitors. Above the sccond-floor gallery—around which
tudalph wrapped a third-floor mezzanine lined with offices—is the
wart af the building: the fourth-floor studio space, where students’
hortered work tables surround a sunken area kept open for crits, the
atherings in which students critique each other’s work, A fifth-floor
iezzaning holds more studio space and is connected by a pair of long,
arrow bradjges that soar over the studios below and lex you peer down
i students as they work. This is definitely a building to experience
irsthand, not just in photos

The staircase that climbs up inside one of the main facade’s tow
rs is even more fun than the bridges, h landing is shaped differ-
, balcomylike, with orange-cushioned
wnches for private conversations, while others are miniature gallery
paces with reproductions of ancient friezes. From the staircase it's
I your while e wander each floor, going up a few stairs here
each the dean's off

nthe—some are suspended in a

ce, down a few stairs there to admire a conference
ooan. You come to realize thar the boilding is a gian figsaw puzzle of
hapes that interlock vertically as well as horimontally,

HE SAME 15 TRUE of George Pearl Hall, Predock's big,
new architecture-school buibding at the University of New
Mexivo, which Predock stended. The two ends of the
building’s main level are connected by a long, glass-walled

passage over a large sunken courtyand, one sude af which
an double ag an ourdoor thearer. The passage can become a crit space
w murning panels along one side to close off the view, creating a long
urface on which projects can be tacked up. Meanwhile, people in the
assage are overlooked by those one level up, in the soaring main studio
pace, where the pesage creates a rift splitting the space
tudio space occupies a mezzanine above the main studio—a mezza-
iime that you reach on a staircase that angles up and over the void of the
mssagre. Architecture puzzles don't get much more interesting.
sverywhere in the building there is glass—between outside and
nside, bat also booking from one interior space into the next. All this
dass acdmits plenty of bright New Mexico daylight, as well as ketting oc-
upants see what their colleagues and classmates are working on. Roger
- Schluntz, the university’s dean of architecture and planning, says
ransparency was one of the feculry’s aims for the new facility—and
Tt in the first months, students’ work seemed to improve noticeably

n twer, More

wecause they could see what everyone

lse was doing Paul Budalph's architecture
The many views also make the schoal building at Yale UL, an
wiilding as mech fun w walk throaugh  deew of Bravalion, was remevared
Canmstimmed on Follozing Page by Charler Gratheey,
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