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A sensitive restoration

S ——

by Gwathmey Siegel &
Associates transforms Paul
Rudolph’s Brutalist Yale |
masterpiece
into an
icon of

sustainable

design.
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The single panel painved reliel—"Les Femmes
au Perroguet™ (“YWomen with Parrot™) by Fernand '

L!gu—wh-;h dominates the en try lobby of the |
new |effrey H. Loria Center, was gifted by Loria,

L Hudulph Hall and the Loria Center, seen here
from York Street (east), are bridged at ground
level by the Haas Library.

In the Great Hall, Yiracon
The skylights are also visible from floors above the

Haill's third-fAoor rool [Inset].
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skylights spotlight Saarinen Womb chairs by KEnoll. ‘I
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L. Mencken, the notoriously
acerbic Baltimore Sun scribe who
. never attended college, once

wrote, "Those who can—do. Those who
can't—teach.” His famous witticism falls flat
on its face when one considers the remarkable
“doers” associated with the Yale School of
Architecture.

Paul Rudolph was chairman when he built his most famous
and controversial work: Yale's Art and Architecture Building.
Some 40 years later, Dean Robert AM. Stern, one of Rudolph's
former students, commissioned the corduroy concrete landmark's
renovation. And the late Charles Gwathmey (who worked
on Rudolph's original design as a student draftsman) led
CGwathmey Siegel & Associates Architects (G5AA) in restoring the
Brutalist-era icon to its original glory.

Three celebrated architects. Three storied Yale educators. And
a continuum of studying, teaching and advancing architecture that
is now personified in the LEED Gold-certified Yale Arts Center. The
$126 millicn project included: the restoration and expansion of the
113,000-square-foot Art and Architecture building (renamed Paul
Rudolph Hall); design and construction of a new companion fagility
(the 87,000-square-foot Jeffrey H. Loria Center for the History of
Artl; and expansion of the Robert B. Haas Arts Library, which now
bridges both buildings on the ground floor

“Educational institutions like Yale are leading the sustainable
design movement: Many are committed to radically reducing
their carbon footprints—some to zero footprints by 2030. And
most aspire to as high a LEED rating as they can achieve,”
explains Robert Siegel, FAIA, principal and founding partner of
Gwathmey Siegel. “What's really fascinating is that green design
is driving architecture right now and universities are at the fore-
front,” adds Elizabeth Skowronek, AlLA, senior associate at GSAA,

To meet Yale's mandate that all new buildings achieve a
minimum LEED Silver rating, Gwathmey Siegel focused on six
categories: building envelope, MEP (mechanical, electrical and
plumbing systems), site development, type and use of materials,
lighting, and construction phase and process. “Considering we
were working with a mid-century concrete building, we thought
earning Silver would be a bit of a tough assignment. But we
exceeded what we were asked to do and eamed Gold,” says
Skowronek, noting that for LEED purposes, Rudolph's landmark
facility and GSAAs new building were considered one structure.

Indeed, the buildings are interwoven inside and out. “The
interior spaces intertwine—the circulation systems intertwine,
[and] the primary elevator system for both buildings is in the
new building,” explains Siegel. That intentional symbiosis
helped GSAA overcome obstacles which would have preduded
LEED certification of Rudelph Hall,

“Reusing an existing building envelope was a big plus [for
LEED] and a huge minus at the same time, because the envelope
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Rudolph’s notorious orange carpet, reproduced by
the Mohawk Group, is now sustainable, as are the
historic reproductions of his incandescent fintures,
The restored Paul Rudolph Reading Room features
ICF"s Bauhaus lounge chairs, Mg5 chairs by
Matteograssi and Brewer Laccio tables by Knoll.
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of the Rudolph building had a very low R-value,” notes Sko
was to restore the clder building to the extent where contemporary environ-
mental standards could be met, and to design the best possible R-values into
the new building

“There were a lot of remedial repairs,” recalls Siegel. “We had to rebuild
the main stair, redo all of the , and literally remake every single window
The original Rudolph building was designed in a ce
tion, byt window systems added later weren't sympathetic to the original design.”
G5AA removed everything that was contradictory to Rudolph’s design and
re-glazed the building with low-E Kawneer windows and large insulated
Viracon glass units

Repairing the building’s signature cast-in-place concrete shell involved a com-
ch and craftsmanship. “We were able to find one of Rudolph's
forms, and the peopl originally did the bush-hammered
search revealed that the ballast on the roof
rigingl cone

tain way in terms of fe
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says Skowronek, Further
was the stone used in the
e the surface of the building prec
"That was Elizabeth's

exactly the way it was intended to be,

it was o E'Il‘la."l.f constructed.
primary r|_1||:—|r turning the
says Siegel. He points to the building’s
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em by Barcol-Air that
utilizes existing hot and cold water from the main campus plant. Becaus
Rudolph's criginal ceilings of sprayed-on asbesto

there was little space for duct work. "It j

of ceiling heights, and visually ve
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—which was
destroyed in a 1969 fire, and recreated from a salvaged 1-inch swatch by the
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Mohawk Group in sustainable iteration. In addition to specifying a myriad

of mid-century pieces from Knoll, Herman Miller, ICF and more, GSAA also
recreated several of Rudolph’s original furniture designs. Some pieces were
duplicated exactly; others, like his library tables, were modermized with amenities
like cable management and computer hookups.

Looking back, Skowronek says the pedagogical aspects of the project were

as rewarding as its LEED Gold certification. “Educating students of architecture
on how to reuse a building was a rather interesting and exciting thing to do—
what better way to show them how to convert an old building into a 21st
century building,” she concludes. Those who can "do” green architecture are
indeed its best teachers, @
Carol Tisch is a freelance writer, editor and marketing consultant based in Sarasota, FL
She was formerly editor-in-chief of Shelter Interiors mogazine and Home Furnishings
Mews (HFN), and has developed communications programs for commercial and residential
design industry clients. She can be reached at tischcommi(@ool com.

aw photegraphy is avallable in cur digital edition at www.interiorsandsources.com
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LerT Rudalph Hall's
renovated exhibition
g;ll{rg boasts & new
Armstrong ceiling with
an attached Barcol-Air
water-based radiant
cooling and heating

vk Natural limestone and xine cladding are
among the details revealed on the east facade of
the new Loria Center.
T T AR AR

w The view from the removated exhibition
gallery reveals Haas Library and exterior views,
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Contact

CLIENT
YALE UNIVERSITY

200 York 5t

Mew Haven, CT 06520
wwwlyale.edu

ARCHITECTURE + INTERIOR DESIGN
Gwathmey Siegel & Associates
Architects, LLC
475 |0th Ave
New York, MY 10018
(Z1Z) 947-1240
wwew, pwathmaey-sicgel.com
Charles Gwathmey, FALA,
partner-in-charge/design partner
Robert Siegel, FAIA, design partner
Thomas Levering, ALA, project manager
Steven Forman, AlA,
project senior associate
Elizabeth Skowronek, AlA,
project senior associate

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Severud Associates

BMECHAMICAL ENGINEER

Altieri Sebor Wieber

CIVIL ENGCINEER

BYH Intagrated Services

GENERAL COMTRACTOR

Turner Construction Co.
ACOUSTICS/ AV TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Harvey Marshall Berling Associates
PRESERVATHIN

Gwathmey Siegel & Associates Architects;
| GUEST SEATING

Haofiman Archivects

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT
Agxclier Ten

LIGHTING

HDLC

PHOTOGRAPHY

Peter Aaror/Esto and Richard Barnes
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: FURNISHINGS

Oiffice Furniture

| Knoll | 8

| (BOO) 343-5665

: wrewrwn knoll com

| ICF | 2

© (BOO) 237-1625
wwwiclsource.com
Matteo Grassi

E WO, M e ORrasil.it
Herman Miller | 3
| (616) 654-3000

E wewrw, hermanmiller.com
| Thonet

| (423) 586-7000
wownw thonet.com

| Kartell

| wwwekartellic
Heller

| (212) 6854200

E wewrwr helleranling. com
Westminster Teak
| (888) 5928315

W westminsterteak, com

| FIXED SEATING

E Irwin Seating Co. | 4
| (B&&) 464-7946
| wwwinwindeating com

| (631) 4234560
: W, CAS TN OOHTY
; Fritz Hansen| |
P (212)219-3226

1 wewna Iriczhansen.com

PECROONAL TRRRE
Knoll

Knoll

UPHOLITERY ..
Edelman Leather

{B00) B&5-B339

wherw, edlelmanieather.com
Spinneybeck

(B00) 482-7777

wierw spinneybeck. com
KnollTextiles

wre knoll.com

WORKSTATIONS.
KEnall
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(BTT) ARMSTRONG
WAWLANMESDNOng, Com
CertainTead

(B00) 233-8990

www.certainbeed.com

caBiMETWORK & cusTom
WOODWORK e
Gwathmey Siegel & Assocs.
Monarch Industries

(BOO) 669-9663

werwmonarching. com

Karastan Contract | 5
(B00) 234-1120

woww karastancontract.com
The Mohawk Group | 2
M\w.l:hcmuhmvkgrnup LT

FLooR & walL TiLE
Dral-Tile
(214} 396-1411

wowewt daltile.com

PAINTS & STAINS

Benjamin Moore | &

wowiw benjaminmoare. com

RAISED FLOORING .........
Tate Access Floors

(800) 231-7788

wwawi iateaccessfloors.com

REXILIENT FLOORING ...
Forba
(800} B42-T83%

M.!urbuﬂn-c-nngnn.cnm

SPECIAL SURFACING

Architectural
(B646) BOG-1385
Wmdmm

‘Wall Coverings
Decoustics
(B00) 367-3609

e, decoustics ca

LIGHTING
INTERIOR AMBIENT LIGHTING _
Gammalux Systems

(BOO) 356-3275

wwew, gammake.com
Winona Lighting | 7

(B0D0) 328-5291

wwwlwinonalighting.com

(631) 694-9292
werwartemide, us
Luxo

(BOO) 222-5894

W, |IJJH:IIJ5 com

CONTROLS
Lutron

(BBE) 5BB-Thh1
wowwLlutron.com
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