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FROM CONCRETE TO GARDENS — The Beverly Hilton has released updated renderings of its $500 mil-
lion revitalization plan. The drawings show how the hotel plans to create public gardens and open space

in more than half of the property’s nine acres.

By Chris Sieroty

It has been more than six
months since The Beverly Hilton
announced its $500 million revi-
talization plan. During that time,
company executives and the pro-
ject’s architects have been making
adjustments to their original
plans.

On Monday, Charles Gwath-
mey and Peter Walker outlined
their plans to expand and renovate
the hotel’s nine-acre parcel to sev-
eral city officials, business leaders
and representatives from The
Courier.

“Our whole strategy is to
transform the site with gardens
and new buildings,” said Gwath-
mey, of Gwathmey Siegel & As-
sociates in New York. “Once the

project is complete, there will be
a 500 percent increase in land-
scaping.”

The plan calls for replacing
outdated concrete structures with
more open space and gardens, in-
cluding public gardens for resi-
dents and additional landscaping
and sculptures along Wilshire and
Santa Monica boulevards.

“We designed the gardens to
have a very intimate feel to
them,” Walker told The Courier.
“We want to produce something
like a village, not just for people
staying here, but for the whole
community.”

Once completed, the half of
the nine-acre property will be
open space, compared to five or
10 percent now, he said. Walker,

Rendering courtesy of The Beverly Hilton

of Peter Walker Partners in
Berkeley, said the design called
for using palm trees along both
Wilshire and Santa Monica.

Among the other proposed
changes is the elimination of the
parking garage, putting all the
parking below grade. The en-
trance on Merv Griffin Way will
be expanded from 60 feet to 300
feet, he said.

Gwathmey said the removal
of the existing Oasis Court hotel
rooms would allow for the expan-
sion of the entrance and addition-
al gardens and public space.

The hotel’s rooms that are re-
moved from the Beverly Hilton
will be replaced with luxury
rooms at a new Waldorf-Astoria
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that will be built on the site cur-
rently occupied by a parking lot
and a former Trader Vic’s restau-
rant. Once completed, there will
be 522 hotel rooms on the proper-
ty, down from 569.

The plan also calls for spend-
ing $5 million to upgrade
Wilshire and Santa Monica boule-
vards. If approved, The Beverly
Hilton would pay to add two east-
bound lanes, including a dedicat-
ed right-turn lane from Wilshire
onto Santa Monica, one west-
bound lane on Santa Monica and
a lane to Merv Griffin Way.

Corinne Verdery, senior vice
president of Oasis West Realty
LLC, which owns The Beverly
Hilton, said none of the park on
the north side of Wilshire would
be used to make room for the ad-
ditional eastbound lanes. Instead,
a portion of the lane expansion
will come from reducing the me-
dian, she said.

The traffic improvements
were expected to handle 1,400
cars during peak hours, she said.

The updated plans call for a
sculpture, instead of a water fea-
ture on a portion of the property
that faces both Wilshire and Santa
Monica. Parker said both condo-
minium buildings and The Wal-
dorf-Astoria would have rooftop
pools.

The 12-story building that
faces Wilshire will be set back
from the street in an effort to re-
duce the line of sight into the
nearby residential community.
Gwathmey said he felt the hotel’s
gardens, additional trees on
Wilshire and Beverly Gardens
would adequately address the
homeowners privacy issues.

Verdery said there had been a
lot of positive feedback, but the
hotel would continue to do signif-
icant community outreach to keep
residents informed of any addi-
tional design changes.

“We want the new buildings
to frame the original hotel,” said
Gwathmey. “All sort of things in
the history of the hotel have been
important to the community.”

Built in 1955, Oasis West Re-
alty recently completed an $80
million renovation including new
luxury hotel rooms, upgrades and
redesign of all public spaces and
ballrooms, a new restaurant, spas
and new retail outlets.
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After the presentation, Vice
Mayor Barry Brucker told The
Courier he didn’t want to make
any judgments until after he
heard from residents.

“The compelling (issue) is
assessing whether it fits into the
master plan of what the commu-
nity wants Beverly Hills to look
like,” Brucker said.

csieroty@bhcourier.com
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